
NOTICE OF EMERGENCY RULE-MAKING 
 
AGENCY: Department of Marine Resources 
STATUTORY AUTHORITY:  12 M.R.S. §§6172, 6192, 6193 & 6194 
Struck text is being removed, and underlined text is being added 
 
BASIS STATEMENT 
 
The Commissioner of the Maine Department of Marine Resources amends the emergency DMR 
Chapter 96.22 Closed Area No. 1000, Maine Coast, amended on October 19, 1999. This 
amendment adds all species of scallops to the rule, and removes the exceptions to shuck whole 
scallops at a shoreside wholesale dealer’s facility, or to allow aquaculturists to harvest and 
distribute whole scallops, due to the increasing severity of PSP events in Maine, and the 
accompanying threat to public health.  All existing pollution and red tide/psp closures remain in 
effect. As authorized by 12 M.R.S. §§6172, 6192, 6193 & 6194 the Commissioner of Marine 
Resources adopts emergency amendments to Chapter 96.22. 
 
RULE TITLE AND SUBJECT:  DMR Chapter 96.22 Closed Area No. 1000, Maine Coast, 
amended on October 19, 1999, is amended as follows: 
 
TITLE & TEXT OF RULE:  DMR Chapter 96.22 Closed Area No. 1000, Maine Coast 
 
Effective immediately, because of paralytic shellfish poisioning (PSP), it shall be unlawful to 
land any species of scallops, including but not limited to Placopecten magellanicus and 
Argopecten irradians, whole or intact, or scallop viscera, taken from Maine coastal waters and 
those offshore waters of the exclusive economic zone (EEZ/200 mile limit) between the 
Maine/New Hampshire border and the Canadian border.  Only the adductor muscle may be 
retained and landed for personal use, wholesale, or retail trade. 
 
Effective immediately, because of contamination (paralytic shellfish poisoning), it shall be unlawful to 
possess any scallops, whole or intact, or scallop viscera taken from Maine coastal waters and those off-
shore waters of the U.S. Exclusion Economic Zone (200 mile limit) between the following two 
boundaries:(1) the Maine – New Hampshire border to the limits of the U.S. jurisdiction; and (2) the 
Canadian – U.S. boundary extending seaward out to the limits of the U.S. jurisdiction.  EXCEPTION: (A) it 
shall be lawful to shuck whole or intact scallops at the time of harvesting or at a shoreside wholesale 
dealer’s facility, but only the adductor muscle shall be retained for personal use, wholesale or retail trade.  
(B) it shall be lawful for an aquaculturist with an approved aquaculture lease, and a signed Memorandum 
of Understanding with the Department of Marine Resources to harvest, possess and distribute whol;e 
scallops which are grown on their specified lease site as long as the lease site is in the open status.    
 
 
EFFECTIVE DATE: November 9, 2010   EFFECTIVE TIME: 9:00 AM 
 
 
AGENCY CONTACT PERSON: Amy M. Fitzpatrick, Department of Marine Resources,  
194 McKown Point Road, W. Boothbay Harbor, Maine 04575 
http://www.maine.gov/dmr/rm/public_health/closures/closedarea.htm 
EMAIL: Amy.Fitzpatrick@maine.gov 


